Criteria for evaluating electronic texts

This list was compiled by a group of Gloucestershire teachers on a recent ‘Using electronic texts in Key Stage 2’ course.

· Easy to load and navigate

· Effective toolbar

· Opportunities for active, non-linear and radial reading

· Sound facility on/off – variety of voices

· Hotspots, glossary, hyperlinks

· Animation/video

· Assessment opportunities

· Components – teacher’s notes, books

· Clear focus – shared, guided, independent

· Clear focus – skills

· Quality of texts 

· Relevant content

· Flexible e.g. editable text

· Cross curricula links

· Speaking and listening opportunities
· Cost

· Value for money

· Enjoyable and motivating

