Year 5

DVD Starting Stories (BFI Early Years Resource) 

Film – That Fatal Sneeze – Black and white silent movie with music. 

Objectives:

1. Speaking – Tell a story using notes designed to cue techniques such as repetition, recap and humour. 

4. Drama – Perform a scripted scene, making use of dramatic conventions.

4. Drama – Use and recognise the impact of theatrical effects in drama. 

7. Understanding and Interpreting – Make notes on and use evidence from a ‘text’ to explain events or ideas. 

7. Understanding and Interpreting – Explore how writers use language for comic and dramatic effects, 

8. Engaging and Responding – Compare the usefulness of techniques such as visualisation, prediction and empathy in exploring the meaning of texts. 

9. Creating and Shaping Texts – Experiment with different narrative forms and styles to write their own stories (play script – no dialogue) 

9. Creating and Shaping Texts – Vary the pace and develop the viewpoint through the portrayal of action and selection of detail. 

12 Presentation – Use a range of ICT programs to present ‘texts’ making informed choices about which electronic tools to use for different purposes (Photostory, Digi-blue, PowerPoint)

Outcome:  
Video presentation of own silent movie. 

Phase 1

Watch and re-watch the film clip ‘The Fatal Sneeze’. 

Use key points of the film to discuss features (what is a silent movie?) and themes (humour, sequence of events, relationships, consequences of actions).

Explore how the film-maker creates moods, varies pace and manages viewpoints. 

Watch other examples of silent movies, looking at common links, referring back to ‘The Fatal Sneeze’. 

Develop children’s vocabulary and understanding of how light, music and camera angles and dramatic techniques (such as stunts, exaggerated actions, special effects) are used to tell the narrative. 

Make notes, recording opinions of the narrative. 

Phase 2

Children work in pairs, using drama strategies to explore the two main characters in depth (including the relationship between them, past and present). 

Devise questions and hot-seat main characters to explore more complex emotional issues. 

Write a short conversation at a key point in the film using the conventions of speech punctuation. 

Freeze-frame key action points, take photos, create a Photostory presentation with photos and snapshot dialogue. 

Phase 3

Develop a story board for own silent movie narrative, focusing on action, movement, pace and humour. 

Transfer story board into a non-dialogue play script and rehearse.

Children create a multi-media presentation e.g. PowerPoint, Digi-Blue, including music, video, text. 

Review other groups’ work, evaluate the successes of each, focussing on action, movement, pace and humour. 

