Planning a unit
Resource: El Caminante on BFI DVD Story Shorts
Final outcome: write a story that involves the use of a time slip. 
Phase 1
Children to discuss reading preferences and share examples with others. They could build up a class library of these. Explore the different reading genres. Explore the features of a traditional tale.  Children to find short examples of film and watch to identify recognisable features. Watch and re-watch El Caminante. Explore how the film maker creates moods through the use of setting, colour, light, sound and camera angles. 

Phase 2

Children to explore short examples from the film (where he is the hero, suspense in the stunt, ending). Children could identify key characters for hot seating. Children to look at the way comments can be used to follow the characters thoughts e.g. story board, thought bubbles. They demonstrate growing understanding of characters through writing conversations in the style of a fairytale. 

Explore contrasting text (The Giants Necklace by Michael Morpurgo) involving the time slip. Children could identify structure, language, key characters and features of the setting. Demonstrate understanding of the characters by writing in the first person. 

Phase 3

Children to make comparisons between the two texts, analysing the structure of the story and noticing the way the passing of time is represented. Children to plan a story based upon their reading of the Giant’s Necklace. After teacher demonstration, teacher scribing and supported writing children to draft and write their story in chapters. 

